Sermon for the Sixth Sunday after Easter

Today there are many layers to our celebration, and each of them are important and
meaningful.

As we do every Sunday, we gather in thanksgiving to God, and to share the Eucharist.
This act of divine hospitality is our weekly celebration, and one which reminds us of
both God’s love and generosity.

Itis also Mother’s Day. While it is a secular celebration, it is important to give thanks for
our mothers, for maternal affection, and all those who have cared for and loved us like
a mother. While this may give rise to complex emotions, for many reasons, celebrating
love between people is always important, and reminds us of the depth of connection
we have we those we love, and how significant those relationships are.

And finally, during our service at St Raphael’s, we will celebrate a baptism. Little Mia
Joan will be baptised and join the Christian community. Welcoming a little one into our
congregation is a great celebration, and we pray for Mia’s wellbeing and growth in life
and in faith, as she is surrounded by those who love her and will care for her throughout
her days.

There is much that can be said about today’s Gospel passage that relate to love, and to
relationships. From its texts, two wonderful motets were written, ‘If ye love me’ (by
Thomas Tallis), and ‘I will not leave you comfortless’ (by William Byrd), and both remain
moving pieces of sacred music. ‘I will not leave you comfortless’ will be sung by the
Choir as part of our Evensong service, and | commend it to you as a beautiful and
music-filled way to end your Sunday.

As he speaks to the disciples, Jesus provides them with words of wisdom to sustain
them in their journey of faith. It begins with “if you love me, you will keep my
commandments”.

By keeping his commandments (which becomes the single commandment to love),
Jesus’ disciples, including us, show our love for and belief in him, and in God. This
reframes faith as something which is not done out of a desire to placate God, or to
prevent any kind of divine punishment, but faith is born out of and demonstrated by
love.



Itis also a reminder to make sure that we demonstrate our faith through our actions. By
keeping Jesus’ commandments, we make sure that we are practicing what we preach,
and that we are truly keeping to the core of the faith that we profess. It is an important
check to ensure that we truly live out our faith with integrity.

This may seem a difficult task at times. We are not perfect. We make mistakes.
Sometimes we do indeed fall short of that great commandment, and we do not act
from love. But that does not mean all is lost, or that we are lost for ever. There is hope to
sustain us.

We are not alone in this journey of faith. Jesus promises that we will have “another
advocate”, who will be with us forever. This is the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus calls the
‘Spirit of truth’. There is something wonderful in the promise that we will have the Holy
Spirit as an ever-presence source of encouragement throughout our lives. Itis an
incredible spiritual gift for us to have received.

When | was in school chaplaincy, and the younger students asked me about the Holy
Spirit, | would often describe the Holy Spirit as being like the part of ourselves that
reminds us of the right thing to do. It is the Holy Spirit who can encourage us to make
the best choices possible, and understands the importance of doing what is right. It
sometimes challenges us, but ultimately, speaks what is needed. Itis within us, as a
gift from God, and itis up to us to use its advice wisely and well. But is always there.
Always speaking honestly and truthfully to us, for our benefit.

So may the Holy Spirit be with you throughout these final weeks of Eastertide and
beyond. May you never feel comfortless, but know that God is with you, and sustains
you in all that you do, always.
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