Sermon for the Fifth Sunday of Easter
In the Gospel passage Jesus declares himself to be ‘the way, the truth, and the life’.

Our passage from the Acts of the Apostles, which recounted the martyring of Stephen,
reminds us of humanity’s deep need of a way, a truth, and a life which is shaped by the
wisdom and compassion of Jesus. We need something to guide us away from hatred,
violence, judgement and cruelty, and towards those things which give us life: grace,
peace, compassion and love. Stephen’s final words, which are full of forgiveness, are a
powerful testament of his faith and his understanding of the importance of love. May
he long be remembered for that grace.

Today is also the day when we, as a Diocese, raise awareness of the tragedy of
domestic violence in our society. It is important for us to acknowledge the damage
done to individuals and entire communities by interpersonal violence, and that its
influence is profound and long-lasting. It is also something we can work to prevent,
and to support those who are experiencing or have experienced it. | commend the work
of anti-violence organisations and movements to you all, and to your prayers, in the
name of Jesus who stands as a figure of peace, compassion, mercy and empathy. I also
encourage any who need support to reach out to someone they trust. Your safety and
wellbeing matter, deeply.

Today, along with the Families and Culture Commission of the Anglican Church in
Australia, we join Anglican churches across the country in affirming that violence has
no place in our homes, relationships, or communities, and we give thanks to God who
sees and cares for those who suffer. We also affirm our commitment to preventing and
reporting violence, which is our responsibility as both Christians and as members of
our society, and ensuring the safety of those in our community, to the best of our
ability.

The passage from the Gospel according to John is one which is rich in content worthy
of exploration. In fact, Robert remarked that almost every verse could be the basis of an
entire sermon, and he is right.

The passage begins with a wonderful reassurance that each of us has a place with God.
Jesus describes it as if we have a personally prepared room in the Father’s house. It
evokes a powerful image of being made welcomed, of receiving hospitality, and the
comfort of knowing we have a home in which we are safe, surrounded by those who
love us. And all this is done for us because God loves us. This is not just divine love for
humanity, but divine love for us, individually. Because Jesus” words reassure us that



each of us are precious to God, and matter, and count. What a wonderful thing to hear,
and to take to heart. And in this Easter season, it reminds us that everything Jesus
suffered upon the Cross was done not just for humanity as a whole, but for us,
personally. Each of us has been redeemed, through love, not because we earned it, but
because God is extraordinarily generous to all. So let us embrace and respond to that
love, with faith, and be open to God’s presence with us, and in our lives.

Jesus answers Thomas” question by stating that he is “the way, and the truth, and the
life”.

He offers us a way to live that connects us to God through love. His teachings reflect
the love of God and call us to shape our actions and words with love. When we do so,
we live in such a way as to bring life and love and light into the world, and to make it a
better place not only for ourselves, but for all people.

Jesus says that he is the truth, in that he speaks the wisdom of God and wishes his
disciples (and us) to understand it as fully as we may, that we may be guided by it.
Truth is a somewhat difficult term to use when describing scripture, because it may
lead us to think that other scriptures may be “false’, but by calling God’s wisdom
‘truth’, we acknowledge its deep and profound value, and the presence within it of
lessons that we deeply need in order to live a life that allows us and others to flourish
and be happy. In that way the truth can absolutely set us free.

Which brings me to ‘life’. Jesus says that he is the life, and this is the case because he
offers something which allows us to live in ways which focus on those things which are
higher, that are noble, that are shaped by things which bring us closer to God and to
God’s love. It's about turning away from things which are destructive, which hurt or
harm, and embracing those things which are better, even though they may be difficult
or take much effort to pursue and achieve.

May we always look to Jesus as our way, our truth and our life, and be guided by him
in all that we do. And in doing so, may we live in that place which he has prepared for
us here and now, and do so with joy and thanksgiving. Because it has been made for us
already, out of love for us, and in the hope that we will accept it and make the most of
it, each and every day.
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