
Sermon for Trinity Sunday 

 

Today is Trinity Sunday. We celebrate this feast day where we are asked to consider the 

nature of God, and how God may be understood. It is a day where theological knots and 

conundrums may be encountered, as we struggle to describe something which is almost 

impossible to describe using words – God’s own self, and God’s nature. 

 

But before delving into the Trinity, it’s worth spending some time with the reading from the 

Second Letter to the Corinthians. You may consider this some time spent on easier territory, 

and certainly territory where I am less likely to fall into a theological pot-hole. 

 

The passage we heard is the final part of the letter, its sign-off, and as with a lot of 

communications, you can consider it as containing the final pearls of wisdom that Paul wants 

to leave at the forefront of the Corinthians minds. 

 

His comments are very practical: Be organised. Listen to voices of wisdom. Be agreeable with 

one another. Live in peace. 

 

When the community is about to do these things, he declares that “the God of love and peace 

will be with you”.  

 

The presence of God comes from deliberate and intentional behaviour that seeks to serve one 

another, listening to and applying the wisdom which has been received from God and from 

scripture, and choosing conduct that builds the sense of community and connection between 

people. 

 

He then encourages them to greet one another with warmth and friendship. Human 

connection is important, and we need to nurture those connections so that the community can 

also grow and flourish. 

 

Paul reminds the people of Corinth, and us, that the saints greet them, and are with them. It is 

important to remember that we are not alone in living out our faith, but have the faith and 

witness of those generations who have gone before, to encourage and inspire us. We are 

blessed in that our Parish and Church name reminds us that we are with all the saints, but also 

specifically St Raphael, in our Christian journey. We can, and should, draw great 

encouragement from this. 

 

Finally, he closes by declaring that the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit is with them. There are kind words of farewell, and a gracious prayer that God 

be with them, and known to them, in fullness. 

 

With such a Trinitarian close, it is high time to turn to the feast that we celebrate today – The 

Holy Trinity. 



 

In the Gospel passage, Jesus commands his disciples to baptise people “in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. We still observe this in our baptismal liturgies, 

where people are baptised in the name of the Trinity. 

 

Ultimately, when we baptise people in the name of the Trinity, we pray that the baptismal 

candidates will encounter God in all those forms. 

 

In encountering the Father, we pray that we will know the unlimited love of God, and the 

mercy and compassion of God, which is like that of an idealised parent for a child. It is love 

which is unconditional, where the parent longs to see the growth and flourishing of that child, 

and to witness them leading a fulfilling and happy life. This is God. This is what God wants 

for each and every one of us. 

 

In encountering the Son, we pray that we will know the incarnate God, the one who was 

willing to share our humanity. Jesus Christ was both human and divine, in equal measure, 

and experienced the fullness of the human condition. Having lived a human existence, he 

knows the difficulties we face in life – including sickness and mortality, facing the 

consequences of our actions (both positive and negative) and the burden of choosing good 

over evil. This is the Son, and his connection to us. This is how we understand the depth of 

God’s love for us, that God came into this world in order to guide and redeem us. 

 

Finally, we pray for the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. This may be understood as 

divine wisdom, as the part of us who speaks from our heart and guides us to actions of 

goodness and grace when we are deciding what to do, and the presence among us of holy 

inspiration that leads us throughout our days. The Holy Spirit is indeed mysterious and hard 

to define, but it is also considered to be the advocate who understands us through and 

through, who could take our mere sighs and unspoken longings and understand them as if we 

had eloquently spoken, and communicate them to God. When words fail, we can turn to the 

Spirit and plead, “you know what I mean when I cannot find the words in prayer, but you 

understand all that I feel in your compassion”. 

 

So, this Trinity Sunday, let us grapple with the complexity of the Trinity, and the fact that we 

can never fully explain either who the Trinity is, or the full nature of God, but let us celebrate 

that when we speak of the Trinity, we speak of a God who, through the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, surrounds us with love, empathy, compassion and mercy, calls us to be people 

of the same, and who guides and guards us throughout our life’s journey. In those terms, let 

us bind unto ourselves today, that strong name of the Trinity, and may the Trinity be with us 

and give us strength and hope, today and always. 
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