Sermon - Easter Day

This morning we celebrate the joy of the resurrection of Christ. Once more we sing
the “gloria’, we proclaim “alleluia’, and the bells are rung with enthusiasm. This is a
time for celebration and rejoicing after our lengthy Lenten period of preparation,

prayer and repentance.

God’s love was so profound that the embodiment of that love, Jesus Christ, died for
our sake, and this morning we proclaim his resurrection. He has conquered

mortality and death, and he alive and reigns.

In doing so, he shows that God’s love for humanity has overcome humanity’s flaws.
We are imperfect, but God’s love reaches each of us with grace and forgiveness. We
have done nothing to deserve such kindness, but we are called to respond with

thanksgiving, and with love. It is the reasonable response, and it should be a source

of great comfort and joy to us.

One aspect of the Easter story that we should not overlook is that it was Mary, alone
in the garden in the early morning, who first learned of the resurrection. It was
Mary who heard the proclamation that Christ was risen, and was told to go and
share that good news with the disciples, and with the world. It is thanks to her, and
her faithfulness to her task, that we continue to share the Easter story in the way
that we do. For this, she has been titled “the Apostle to the Apostles’, and we should

also celebrate this aspect of the Easter story.

Mary’s news proclaimed to the disciples, and the world, that Christ was alive. She
spoke with him in the garden that morning, and rejoiced to see him before her. She

then went on her way to change the world by testifying to what she had seen and

heard.



Earlier this week, I saw something rather excellent being shared on social media. It
was a picture of three women at the tomb of Christ, looking into the tomb where the
figure of an angel could be seen. The women are reacting in a mixture of shock and
awe. The caption was this: In the interests of Biblical accuracy, all the preaching about the

resurrection this Easter Sunday will be done by women.

In Jesus resurrection death was fundamentally defeated. Physical mortality no
longer represented the end of our existence. Jesus’ resurrection proved that we
would be raised and brought into the presence of God, who loves us, cares for us,
and welcomes us with kindness and compassion. This is indeed good news, and it is

worth celebrating.

My prayer for us all is that we might take Mary’s example to heart, to be people
willing to share the good news with those around us, as the source of our hope and

our joy, that God’s love may be even better known.

As she was the apostle to the apostles, may we be apostles too. May we do this
gently, witnessing with our actions as well as our words. Argument and debate
cannot fully demonstrate God’s love, but our actions can speak as loudly as our
words. May they show those we encounter the core of our faith - love of God, and
of one another. And may this shine as brightly as the Paschal candle that now shines

in our sanctuary.

I wish you a blessed and a happy Easter, and may this season fill you with joy, and

with the knowledge of God’s presence with you, and love for you, now and always.
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