Sermon for Corpus Christi

Today we celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi. This is also titled the day of “Thanksgiving
for the Holy Communion’. It is a day to focus upon the Eucharist, and for Christ’s presence
with us as we celebrate each Mass. We gather in remembrance of him, at his command,
and we recall his offering of his body and blood for our redemption.

The Eucharist, which means “thanksgiving” was instituted by Christ in the Upper Room in
Jerusalem, on the evening before his betrayal into the hands of the Roman Authorities. He
created a ritual through which countless generations of Christians would be united, and an
ongoing focal point of connection between humanity and God.

Yet this now deeply Christian observance has its roots in the Jewish celebration of
Passover - a shared meal which recalls and offers thanks the salvation of the people of
Israel in the flight from Egypt.

While I am no expert on the Passover Seder and its rich symbolism, we can see in both the
Seder meal and the Eucharist a combination of meal and story, of history and current
living, which reminds us of our roots, and guide us in our daily life and faith.

Like at the Passover meal, our Eucharist has narratives which are told through specific
stories, a set manner through which the meal is shared, and a ritual around it which is full
of meaning and spiritual significance.

Yet we should not think of the Eucharist as a performance which is either ‘right” or
‘wrong’, or to be judged for errors or lapses, or only able to be done in certain ways in
order to be proper or to have effect. There are many ways to express thanks, and as along
as the sentiment at their core is genuine, they are to be welcomed. As with all things,
integrity counts.

One question we may ask is this: What do we celebrate when we gather for the Eucharist?
Ultimately, we are connected to and share in the hospitality of God. Hospitality can be
considered the main theme of the Gospel reading that we heard today.

The first moment when hospitality was demonstrated is when the disciples ask Jesus
where he wishes them to make preparations for the Passover meal. They know how
importance this is to Jesus, and to them all, and wish to make sure everything is ready.
Here we see the importance of preparation and getting things ready, so that significant
events can be celebrated together and shared. Hospitality means taking time to make
things ready, and knowing that these actions are both important, and appreciated.



The second is when the disciples encounter the man carrying the jar of water. He responds
to the disciples by showing them the room where they are welcome to gather. It is
furnished and ready for them to make their preparations, and for the arrival of Jesus and
his disciples. This is the hospitality of provision, of making space for others and making
them welcome.

Then there is the hospitality of the meal. Jesus adds a new layer of significance to the
sharing of the bread and wine, but it is also an act of provision - of feeding the hungry and
thirsty, and responding to human need. When we gather for a meal, it is also a time when
people speak together, sharing stories and building connections to one another.
Hospitality is one way in which we get to know others, and others get to know us. Itis a
profoundly important method of building community, and cohesion.

The bread and wine we share in the Eucharist are not mere bread and wine, but they are
symbolic of the generosity of God. This is a table where all are welcome, and all will be
fed. You do not have to ‘earn” your place at this table, but you can act in ways which show
your understanding of how important it is, and we ought to treat this meal with respect.
Your table manners still count. That is why we prepare ourselves through gathering for
worship, through the confession of our sins and the knowledge that we receive absolution,
through enlightenment through Scripture, and through turning to God in prayer. All of
these things combine to make us ready to receive the Sacrament, and to receive it with a
spirit of faith and gratitude.

There is also the wonderful vision of all being fed when they come to this table. Just as
Jesus fed the multitudes when they were hungry, the Eucharist feeds as many as who wish
to be fed. This reminds us that God is one who provides, who will not turn people away
unfulfilled, and who is mindful of our need. This is food for our spirit, and it sustains us
for our journey, and will never be in short supply.

So on this feast of Corpus Christi, I hope that through our celebration of the Eucharist, you
will feel nourished, body and soul. I pray that you will be encouraged and fuelled for the
rest of the day, and beyond, with the knowledge that God is with you. May this time be
something that connects you to God, grounds you in your faith, and reminds you of the
depth of God’s love for and connection to you, this day and always.
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