
A Sermon for Maundy Thursday 
 
When I was little, I was given a wonderful book. It’s called ‘Badger’s Parting Gifts’, and it 
was written and illustrated by Susan Varley. It is set in the world of the Wind in the 
Willows, and it’s profound. 
 
Badger is growing increasingly old, and knows that he will soon die. After his death, his 
grief-stricken friends, Ratty, Mole and Toad, realise that he taught each of them 
something that will be with them forever, and that these memories mean that Badger 
will never truly be gone. It brings them such comfort in their sadness, and allows them 
to show their gratitude for their beloved friend. 
 
Maundy Thursday is our opportunity to reflect on the parting gifts that Jesus gave to the 
disciples, and to us. 
 
Jesus knew he would soon die, and that his disciples needed all the support and 
encouragement he could provide them for all that they would witness, and what would 
follow. He understood how distressing it would be, and the importance of them not 
completely losing heart. 
 
So, as they gathered in that upper room, he offered them some wisdom, and gave them 
an example to follow, so they could remember him. 
 
The first was the commandment to love one another. He both taught this this with 
words, but also through his actions. When he washed their feet, he showed them what 
it means to serve, and to care for one another. This was an action done without 
pretence, but with sincere care and compassion. 
 
Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus sought to empower and encourage his disciples 
through love, and this is an act based entirely in love. What Jesus offered his disciples 
was an act of love, simply expressed through the washing and drying of tired and dusty 
feet. 
 
And in the new commandment, we receive the building-block upon which everything 
else can be founded. If all that we do and say is based in love, everything else falls into 
place. If we are people of love, all other laws, rules and regulations become 
superfluous, because we are people of love, and therefore choose to act in ways which 
are compassionate, which are understanding, which are kind, and which are merciful. 
 



And then they share the Passover meal. But this Passover meal becomes something 
much more than the traditional Seder meal. Jesus uses the bread and the wine to 
demonstrate his constant presence with his disciples, and to explain that he himself 
will redeem humanity from their captivity to sin and will be their liberation. Through the 
bread and the wine, his body and his blood, Jesus teaches that God’s love for humanity 
is such that God will offer his own self, in human form, and that no further sacrifice 
would ever be needed. All we need to do is remember this offering, represented in 
bread and wine, and give thanks. 
 
The very word ‘Eucharist’ is a reminder for us. It means ‘Thanksgiving’. We are called to 
be people who give thanks to God for all that we are, all that we have, and all that we 
receive. It is an ongoing and precious reminder of the importance of gratitude, which 
hopefully enters and guides our minds and hearts each day. 
 
So, this Maundy Thursday, as we are confronted by the immensity of Christ’s actions on 
our behalf – and we are starkly reminded of his betrayal, condemnation and death, 
remember the parting gifts he gave us. Let us be people of love. Let us be people who 
give thanks. And let us be people who remember, and who share these parting gifts with 
sincerity and generosity, because when we do, Christ is with us, and will remain with 
us, always. 
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