
 

MORNING PRAYER 

 

FOR 

 

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 

 
 
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; 
in everything give thanks; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5.16–18 

 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Opening Canticle 
 
Blessed are you, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 for you have blessed us in Christ Jesus 
 with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 
You chose us to be yours in Christ 
before the foundation of the world: 
 that we should be holy and blameless before you. 
In love you destined us to be your children, 
through Jesus Christ: 
 according to the purpose of your will, 
To the praise of your glorious grace: 
 which you freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 
The Opening Prayer 
 
The night has passed and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 



 Psalm 71 
 

1 To you, Lord, have I come for shelter: 
let me never be put to shame. 

2 In your righteousness rescue and deliver me: 
incline your ear to me and save me. 

3 Be for me a rock of refuge, a fortress to defend me: 
for you are my high rock, and my stronghold. 

4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked: 
from the grasp of the pitiless and unjust. 

5 For you, Lord, are my hope: 
you are my confidence, O God, from my youth upward. 

6 On you have I leaned since my birth: 
you are he that brought me out of my mother's womb, 
and my praise is of you continually. 

7 I have become as a fearful warning to many: 
but you are my strength and my refuge. 

8 My mouth shall be filled with your praises: 
I shall sing of your glory all the day long. 

9 Cast me not away in the time of old age: 
nor forsake me when my strength fails. 

10 For my enemies speak against me: 
and those that watch for my life conspire together, saying, 

11 'God has forsaken him: 
pursue him, take him, for there is none to save him.' 

12 Be not far from me, O God: 
my God, make haste to help me. 

13 Let my adversaries be confounded and put to shame: 
let those who seek my hurt 
be covered with scorn and disgrace. 

 14 As for me, I will wait in hope continually: 
and I will praise you more and more. 

15 My mouth shall speak of your righteousness all the day: 
and tell of your salvation, though it exceeds my telling. 

16 I will begin with the mighty acts of the Lord my God: 
and declare your righteous dealing—yours alone. 

17 O God, you have taught me from my youth upward: 
and to this day, I proclaim your marvellous works. 

18 Forsake me not, O God, in my old age, 
when I am grey-headed: 

till I have shown the strength of your arm 
to future generations, 
and your might to those that come after. 

19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens: 
great are the things that you have done; 
O God, who is like you? 
 



20 You have burdened me with many and bitter troubles, 
O turn and renew me: 

and raise me up again from the depths of the earth. 

21 Bless me beyond my former greatness: 
O turn to me again, and comfort me. 

22 Then will I praise you upon the lute 
for your faithfulness, O my God: 

and sing your praises to the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips shall rejoice in my singing: 
and my soul also, for you have ransomed me. 

24 My tongue shall speak of your righteous dealing 
all the day long: 

for they shall be put to shame and disgraced 
            that seek to do me evil. 

 
We consecrate this day to your service, O Lord;  
may all our thoughts, words, and actions  
be well-pleasing to you  
and serve the good of our brothers and sisters;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Reading  Acts 9: 32-43 
 
Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he came down also to 
the saints living in Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been 
bedridden for eight years, for he was paralysed. Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ heals you; get up and make your bed!’ And immediately he got up. And all 
the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 
 
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is  
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became 
ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since 
Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men 
to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ So Peter got up and 
went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then 
he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then 
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped 
her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became 
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in 
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

 
Reflection 
 

Here, again, we have two saints that are accorded more than one feast day; Peter, to 
whom our Lord gave the keys of the kingdom (on the left in both icons) and became 
the apostle to the Jews; and Paul (on the right of both icons), who was called the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. The second feast day of Peter is in January, the Feast of the 
Chair of Peter; Paul has his second feast day also in January, the Conversion of Saint 
Paul. 



The two icons represent important truths, not only 
about Peter and Paul, but about the church. In the 
second chapter of the Letter to the Galatians Paul 
writes about his confrontation with Peter over 
matters of the Jewish law and accused Peter of 
cowardice and hypocrisy. Peter had already  
received a vision from heaven which told him that, 
God’s eyes all are clean, nothing is unclean. For 
him it was a clear command that the Law of Moses 
would no longer be an obstacle to the mission of 
the church. But it seems that on occasion Peter  
forgot the vision or gave in to the pressure of other 
visions, and 
hence the  
confrontation 
with Paul at 

Antioch. The icon of embrace shows the  
reconciliation of the two apostles. 
 
The two icons go together. They remind us that 
in the church competing opinions and  
visions are always present and sometimes 
come into conflict. But the Church is built on 
forgiveness and reconciliation. And that brings 
us to the first icon above. Peter and Paul are 
shown supporting the church jointly. Their  
reconciliation makes it possible to draw this 
icon. 

 
The Canticle: Te Deum Laudamus 
 
We praise you, O God: 
 we acclaim you as Lord. 
All creation worships you: 
 the Father everlasting. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven: 
 the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you: 
 The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you: 
 Throughout the world, the holy Church acclaims you: 
Father, of majesty unbounded: 
 your true and only Son, worthy of all praise, 
 the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the King of glory: 
 the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you took our flesh to set us free: 
 you humbly chose the virgin’s womb. 



You overcame the sting of death: 
 and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory: 
 We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood: 
 and bring us with your saints 
 to glory everlasting. 

 
The Prayers 

 
Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer and the Collect of the Day 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for the Day 
 
Almighty God, 
whose apostles Peter and Paul glorified you 
in their deaths as in their lives: 
grant that your Church, 
inspired by their teaching and example, 
and knit together in unity by your Spirit, 
may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
The Morning Collect 

 
Eternal God and Father,  
by whose power we are created  
and by whose love we are redeemed:  



guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves to your service,  
and live this day in love to one another and to you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us praise the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in such harmony 
with one another in accord with Christ Jesus, that we may with one voice glorify 
our God and Father. Amen.  
 


