
MORNING PRAYER 

 

FOR 

 

WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 2020 

 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; 
in everything give thanks; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5.16–18 

 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Opening Canticle 
 
Blessed are you, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 for you have blessed us in Christ Jesus 
 with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 
You chose us to be yours in Christ 
before the foundation of the world: 
 that we should be holy and blameless before you. 
In love you destined us to be your children, 
through Jesus Christ: 
 according to the purpose of your will, 
To the praise of your glorious grace: 
 which you freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 
The Opening Prayer 
 
The night has passed and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 



 Psalm 50 verses 1-15 
 

1 The Lord our God, the Mighty One, has spoken: 
and summoned the earth, 
from the rising of the sun to its setting in the west. 

2 From Zion, perfect in beauty: 
God has shone out in glory. 

3 Our God is coming, he will not keep silent: 
before him is devouring fire, 
and tempest whirls about him. 

4 He calls to the heavens above: 
and to the earth, so he may judge his people. 

5 'Gather to me my faithful ones: 
those who by sacrifice made a covenant with me.' 

6 The heavens shall proclaim his righteousness: 
for God himself is judge. 

7 'Listen my people, and I will speak: 
O Israel, I am God your God, 
and I will give my testimony. 

8 'It is not for your sacrifices that I reprove you: 
for your burnt-offerings are always before me. 

9 'I will take no bull from your farms: 
or he-goat from your pens. 

10 'For all the beasts of the forest belong to me: 
and so do the cattle upon the mountains. 

11 'I know all the birds of the air: 
and the grasshoppers of the field are in my sight. 

12 'If I were hungry, I would not tell you: 
for the whole world is mine, and all that is in it. 

13 'Do I eat the flesh of bulls: 
or drink the blood of goats? 

14 'Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving: 
and pay your vows to the Most High. 

15 'Call upon me in the day of trouble: 
               I will bring you out, and you shall glorify me.' 

 
We consecrate this day to your service, O Lord;  
may all our thoughts, words, and actions  
be well-pleasing to you  
and serve the good of our brothers and sisters;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Reading  Luke 1: 57-66, 80 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they  
rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to 



be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they 
began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He 
asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were 
amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them  
pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand 
of the Lord was with him. 
 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 
Reflection 
 
John the Baptist is one of the saints that is accorded more than one feast day. It is 
usual practice to commemorate a saint on the day of their death but, today, we  
remember the birth of John, the Forerunner of Jesus; John, the Baptiser. 
 
From the beginning, everything about John  was different. He was not named after 
his father as was tradition; but, as we heard in the reading, his mother clearly said, 
‘His name is John’.  
 
The name John comes from the Hebrew ‘Yohanan’ which means, God is gracious. 
God’s graciousness was to be revealed, John proclaimed, through Jesus, the one 
who was to come. God’s graciousness brought about the creation; it followed  
humanity in God’s call of Abraham to raise from him a great nation. God’s  
graciousness sought the deliverance of His people from their slavery in the land of 
Egypt and the plan to lead them to the Promised Land which was later realized. 
God’s graciousness was finally revealed in God’s love and desire to save humanity 
by sending his only son to be our Saviour.  
 
God’s graciousness is shown in God’s constant care for us. It is a love that we  
cannot earn; it is freely given us. Most of all, it is given in a desire to be in  
relationship with us, his people. It is this to which John the Baptist points us as he 
calls us to repent, to re-orient our lives from self to God. 

 
The Canticle: Te Deum Laudamus 
 
We praise you, O God: 
 we acclaim you as Lord. 
All creation worships you: 
 the Father everlasting. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven: 
 the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you: 
 The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you: 
 Throughout the world, the holy Church acclaims you: 



Father, of majesty unbounded: 
 your true and only Son, worthy of all praise, 
 the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the King of glory: 
 the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you took our flesh to set us free: 
 you humbly chose the virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death: 
 and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory: 
 We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood: 
 and bring us with your saints 
 to glory everlasting. 

 
The Prayers 

 
Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer and the Collect of the Day 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for the Day 
 
Almighty God, 
by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, 
and sent to prepare the way for your Son our Saviour  
by preaching a baptism of repentance: 
make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent, 
and, following his example, may constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, 
and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 



The Morning Collect 
 

Eternal God and Father,  
by whose power we are created  
and by whose love we are redeemed:  
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,  
that we may give ourselves to your service,  
and live this day in love to one another and to you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us praise the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in such harmony 
with one another in accord with Christ Jesus, that we may with one voice glorify 
our God and Father. Amen.  
 


