
 

 
MORNING PRAYER  

 
FOR  SATURDAY  

 
AFTER THE ASCENSION 

 

 
Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
God has shone in our hearts, 
 to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
  in the face of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4.6 

 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

  
The Opening Canticle, A Song of Creation 

  
1    Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us:   
 so let us celebrate the feast, 
2    not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:   
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
3    Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:   
 death has no more dominion over him. 
4    In dying he died to sin once for all: 
 in living he lives to God. 
5    See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:  
 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
6    Christ has been raised from the dead:   
 the first fruits of those who sleep. 
7    For as by man came death:   
 by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 
8    for as in Adam all die:   
 even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

  
The Opening Prayer is said. 

  



The night has passed and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind.  
 

Silence may be kept. 

  
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Psalm 81 

 

1 O sing joyfully to God our strength: 
shout in triumph to the God of Jacob. 

2 Make music and beat upon the drum: 
sound the lute and the melodious harp. 

3 Blow the ram's horn at the new moon: 
and at the full moon of our day of festival. 

4 For this was a statute for Israel: 
a commandment of the God of Jacob, 

5 Which he laid on Joseph as a solemn charge: 
when he came out of the land of Egypt. 

6 I heard a voice that I had not known, saying: 
'I eased your shoulders of the burden, 
and your hands were freed from the load. 

7 'You called to me in trouble, and I rescued you: 
I answered you from the secret place of my thunder, 
I put you to the test at the waters of Meribah. 

8 'Listen, my people, and I will admonish you: 
O Israel, if only you would hear me. 

9 'There shall be no strange god among you: 
nor shall you bow down to an alien god. 

10 'I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt: 

open wide your mouth, and I will fill it. 

11 'But my people would not listen to my voice: 
and Israel would have none of me. 

12 'So I left them to the stubbornness of their hearts: 
to walk according to their own designs. 

 13 'If only my people would listen: 
if Israel would but walk in my ways, 

14 'I would soon put down their enemies: 
and turn my hand against their adversaries. 



15 'Those that hate the Lord would cringe before him: 
and their punishment would last for ever. 

16 'But Israel I would feed with the finest wheat: 
   and satisfy you with honey from the rocks.' 

 
At the end of the psalm there is a short pause. The following is then said. 

 
Creator God,  
whose praise and power are proclaimed  
by the whole creation:  
receive our morning prayers, we pray,  
and renew us in your service;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Reading  John 15: 26  -  16: 11 
 
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
‘I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will put you out 
of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will think 
that by doing so they are offering worship to God. And they will do this because 
they have not known the Father or me. But I have said these things to you so that 
when their hour comes you may remember that I told you about them. 
 
‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you  
going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and  
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no  
longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

 
The Canticle, A Song of Redemption. 
  
Christ is the image of the invisible God: 
the first-born of all creation. 
 
The Father has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,   
 and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son; 
In whom we have redemption,   
 the forgiveness of our sins. 
For in him all things were created: 
 in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. 



All things were created through him and for him: 
 he is before all things 
 and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of the body, the Church: 
 he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead. 
For it pleased God that in him 
all fullness should dwell: 
 and through him all things be reconciled to himself. 
 
Christ is the image of the invisible God: 
the first-born of all creation. 
 

Colossians 1.15–20 

 
The Prayers 

 
Lord have mercy. 
 Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, 
and with him continually dwell; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  

 
In faith let us pray to the Lord: 
 
For our federal and state governments: for wisdom, integrity and understanding in 
dealing with the current health and economic issues. For the National Cabinet and 
Chief Medical Officers as they plan and monitor relaxation of regulations.  
 
For our local councils and community groups: for your guidance as they seek to 



find ways to keep people connected through this pandemic. 
 
For ourselves, our work colleagues, our families and friends as we move gradually 
back into activities and gatherings from which we have been isolated: that we might 
listen to your voice of calm and be more attuned to your presence with us and our 
need to care for others and our environment. 
 
For all medical personnel, aged care workers and administrators: that they be given 
peace in this time of stress and anxiety. 
 
For all who suffer from COVID-19 and those who care for them: that your blessing 
of healing will be with them. 
 
For those who have died, especially those who have died as a result of COVID-19, 
and those we know: that they may find a place of refreshment, light and peace, in 
your eternal kingdom. 

 
Lord and heavenly Father, 
you have brought us safely to this new day: 
keep us by your mighty power, protect us from sin, 
guard us from every kind of danger, 
and in all we do this day 
direct us in the fulfilling of your purpose, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Christ is risen Alleluia! 
 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
May the risen Lord grant us the joy of eternal life. Amen. 


