
 

The Celebration 
 

of 
 

Advent and Christmas  
2014 

 
in 
 

The Parish of All Saints 
South Hobart 

 
“He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end”. 



While Advent certainly begins 
a new Church Year, it also 
grows out of the Season of the 
Kingdom which has alerted us 
to themes such as “Watching 
and waiting”, “being ready for 
Our Lord’s appearing”, ready 
for the coming of the King in 
his kingdom now. 
 
This is not a penitential season 
in the same sense as Lent. 

However, being in a state of readiness for our Lord’s appearing will  
necessarily lead us into a preparation that will involve penitence 
and self-examination, but we will not stay there. Nor will we  
simply see the Advent discipline as only a lead in to the Christmas 
festival. 
 
You will notice a restraint in the observance of this season: we  
neither have flowers in Church, nor do we say the “Gloria”. 
 
We will, however, have signposts on our journey to Christmas. 
These will be the weekly lighting of the Advent Candles, the  
blessing of the Jesse Tree and the blessing of the Christmas Tree. 
Explanations of these ceremonies will be found opposite. 
 
The two main characters of Advent are John the Baptist and Our  
Lady. They will, particularly, from the third Sunday of Advent, 
look forward to the Incarnation. 
 
This is a busy time of year for everyone.  
 

 ‘Tis the season to be frantic! The many demands on our time and 
added activities intrude on our preparations at this holy time.  
Waiting for Our Lord needs to be a priority. Use this brochure to 
help plan your Advent pilgrimage so that you may greet the Christ 
Child with great joy when he appears. 
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Christmas Services 
 
SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER 2014  -  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
7.45am Mass 
8.45am Mass with Hymns (Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
10.15am High Mass, Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
  and Blessing of the Christmas Tree 
7.00pm Ceremony of Nine Lessons and Carols 
  sung by the Choir of All Saints 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

4.00pm Vigil Mass 
 

5.30pm Family Liturgy at the Christmas Crib 
 

11.00pm Blessing of the Crib, Procession 
  and First High Mass of Christmas 
  with Organ, Brass and Choir 
  Join us for a Champagne Supper afterwards 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

8.45am Festival Eucharist (at Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 

10.15am Procession and High Mass (at All Saints) 

 
SUNDAY 28 DECEMBER 2014  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

7.45am Mass 
8.45am Mass with Hymns (St Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
10.15am Procession and High Mass 

 
SUNDAY 4 JANUARY 2015  -  FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

7.45am  Mass 
8.45am Mass with Hymns (St Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
10.15am  High Mass 
 

No Evening Services until 5 February 2012  
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The Advent Wreath 
 

The Advent journey begins with the blessing of 
the Advent Wreath. The wreath itself gives  
visual meaning to our Advent journey as it 
points us to eternity. The circular shape  
symbolises the coming of the Lord, in the past 
in flesh, in the present in grace and in the  
future in glory. The evergreens are a sign of our 
hope of salvation.  

 

The Four Advent Candles 
 

The four candles represent the “light of 
Christ” coming progressively as each 
week another candle is lit. The purple  
candles are for repentance and conversion, 
the rose coloured candle to remind us that 
the Lord is always near. One candle is lit 
each week. The first candle is called ‘The 
Prophecy Candle’ and reminds us of the 
hope that was offered to God’s people as 
they waited for the Messiah. The second candle is called by some 
‘The Bethlehem Candle’ reminding us of the love surrounding the 
manger scene. The Third candle is often called ‘The Shepherds’ 
Candle’ and is a reminder of the joy that was theirs as they saw the 
infant Jesus. The fourth candle is often called ‘ The Angels’ Candle’ 
and reminds us of the angels’ message of peace. The fifth candle, 
‘The Christ Candle’, is not lit until Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve. It is the clear proclamation that, out of his great love for us, 
God entered the world to take on human flesh, for us and for our 
salvation. 
 

The ‘O’ Antiphons 
An antiphon is a verse that is sung at the beginning and the end of 

Symbols of Advent 



canticles at Offices such as Morning Prayer, 
Evening Prayer and Compline. 
 
The ‘O’ Antiphons are specific antiphons that 
are sung before and after the Magnificat at 
Evening Prayer on the seven days before 
Christmas. 
 
We know these antiphons best as they appear 
in the Advent hymn ‘O come, O come,  
Emmanuel’. Today, when Evening Prayer is  
rarely sung, let alone sung with the proper  

antiphons they have all but faded out. Fortunately the ’O’  
Antiphons are preserved in the Gospel Acclamations at the  
Eucharist between 17 and 24 December.. 
 
The Jesse Tree 
 

This is a tree, or banner with a symbolic tree, that 
is decorated with ornaments or objects that  
represent Old Testament events from Creation to 
the Birth of Jesus. The Jesse Tree is named from 
Isaiah 11:1: "A shoot will spring forth from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots."   
 
The Jesse Tree helps to tell the Story of God in the 
Old Testament, and to connect the Advent Season 
with the faithfulness of God across four thousand years of history. 
The ‘Branch’ is a biblical sign of newness out of discouragement, 
which became a way to talk about the expected Messiah. It is  
therefore an appropriate symbol of Jesus the Christ, who is the  
revelation of the grace and faithfulness of God; the one who, in 
John’s Gospel, called himself ‘the Vine’. 
 
Alongside the Biblical names we put our own names. We are  
people who, through baptism, belong to the family of God and  
continue to make God’s kingdom a reality in our daily lives. 
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Gifts of non-perishable food can be brought to the Church for 
 

 

Food collected will be sent to the Hobart City Mission to help provide necessary  
assistance for families in need. Your help throughout the year has been highly valued 
and we look forward to your continuing support. Place gifts of food in the baskets at the 
entrance to the Church. They will form part of the offertory at Mass. 

This Christmas place a 
bowl on your table at your 
meals and place into that 
bowl the cost of the meal. 
 

Together we are working 
for safety, dignity and  
justice in communities  

threatened by conflict and disaster. Your gifts to the Christmas Bowl will help make sure 
Burmese refugees have enough to eat, provide desperately needed medical care for 
Palestinian families in Gaza, and give hope to Christians and other groups fleeing  
persecution in Iraq.  
 

Envelopes are available on the table at the entrance to the Church. They should be  
returned promptly after Christmas. One cheque with all contributions will be drawn and 
sent. You can send your envelope directly to the appeal. 
 

Please support this appeal generously. 



 

 
The Choir of All Saints sings 

 

The Ceremony of Nine Lessons  
and Carols 

 

Sunday 21 December 2014 at 7.00pm 
 

Join us to sing your favourite carols of Christmas. Hear again  
the story of our salvation, the message of the Angels,  

the response of the shepherds, the journey of the Wise Men, 
and John’s unfolding of the mystery of the Incarnation. 
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Weekday Masses in Advent 
 
Tuesday       10.00am   Vaucluse Gardens (25 November, 9, 23 December) 
            1.45pm   The Court   -  BUPA South Hobart (2 and 16 December) 
 

Wednesday  10.00am All Saints (followed by morning tea in the Eagle Centre) 
 

Friday            1.45pm   The Lodge  -  BUPA South Hobart (2, 16 December) 
            6.00pm  All Saints 
 

Saturday        9.30am  Our Lady of Walsingham Mass (13 December) 
  5.20pm   Meditation Group 
             6.00pm     All Saints 

Three Sermons 
for Advent 2014 

 

delivered by  
The Right Reverend Phillip Newell 

 
“Christmas is coming; the geese are getting fat”, 

but pause awhile . . .  
   as   Advent   shows us    just   where    we’re    at! 

 

ADVENT 1  
Sunday 30 November 

 

          ‘Stay awake! It’s later than you think’ 
 

Mark 13: 35-37 

 
ADVENT 2  

Sunday 7 December 
 

         Is the guest room ready?  
 

2 Peter 2: 11-12, 14 
  

ADVENT 3 
Sunday 14 December 

 

          Keep your smart phone open 
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18, 23 

QUIET AFTERNOON 
 

‘Magnificat’ 
 

Saturday 6 December 2014 
commencing at 2.30pm 

concluding with 
The Vigil Eucharist at 6.00pm 

 
Pray, prepare, reflect  

as we explore  
how writers and composers  
have been influenced by  
and have responded to  

‘The Canticle of Mary’  -  ‘Magnificat’ 

 
Guided by Fr David, we will explore more 

deeply the power of the canticle as we  
listen to different settings of Magnificat,  

hear different writers views about the canticle, 
and allow ourselves time to respond in silence 

 
There is no charge. Light refreshment will be 

available throughout the afternoon. 
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Bible Study Groups in Advent 
 
You are welcome to join one of the groups as an activity to enrich your ‘waiting 
time’: 
 

Wednesdays at  
11.00am (Womens’ Bible Study at All Saints) 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm  
( 92 Woodcutters Road Tolman’s Hill) 



SUNDAYS IN ADVENT 
 

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2014 
 

ADVENT SUNDAY  -  YEAR B BEGINS TODAY 
 

7.45am Mass 
 

8.45am Eucharist with hymns, Lighting the First Advent  
  Candle and Children’s Church   
  (Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
 

10.15am High Mass, Blessing of the Advent Wreath, 
  Lighting the First Advent Candle  
  and Children’s Church 
  Preacher: The Right Reverend Phillip Newell 
  Sermon Series 1: ‘Stay Awake! It’s Later than you think’ 
 

7.00pm ‘The Coming of the Light’ 
  Advent Carols in Procession  -  Choir of All Saints 
   

 
SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER 2014 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 
7.45am Mass 
 

8.45am Eucharist with hymns,  
  Lighting the Second Advent Candle  
  Blessing of the Jesse Tree, 
  and Children’s Church (Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
 

10.15am High Mass, Lighting the second Advent Candle, 
  Blessing of the Jesse Tree, 
  Preacher: The Right Reverend Phillip Newell 
  Sermon Series 2: ‘Is the Guest Room Ready?’ 
 

7.00pm Service of Hope and Expectation for Advent 
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SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER 2014 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  - GAUDETE SUNDAY 

 
7.45am Mass 
 

8.45am Eucharist with hymns, 
  Lighting the Third Advent Candle  
  and Children’s Church (Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
 

10.15am High Mass 
  Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 
  And Children’s Church 
  Preacher: The Right Reverend Phillip Newell 
  Sermon Series 3: ‘Keep Your Smart Phone Open’ 
 

7.00pm Taizé Prayer  
  for Advent and Christmas at All Saints 

 
SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER 2014 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 
7.45am Mass 
 

8.45am Eucharist with hymn, 
  Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle,  
  Blessing of the Christmas Tree  
  and Children’s Church (Saint Raphael’s Fern Tree) 
 

10.15am High Mass 
  Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
  Blessing of the Christmas Tree  
  Preacher: Fr David 
  Sermon Series 4: ‘The Power of Silence’ 
 

7.00pm Ceremony of Nine Lessons and Carols 
  with the Choir of All Saints 
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